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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1. Claims 1, 8, 11, 14. 18 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 

paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 

subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

1.1 Claims 1,11, and 18: The limitation "securing a voice message" is recited, 
however, these claims fail to point out what is a secured voice message and how to 
make a voice message secure. 

1.2 Claim 8: Since claim 1 fails to point out what is a secured voicie message and 
how to make a voice message secure, therefore, it is not clear what is a security status. 

1.3. Claims 14 and 21 : It is not clear how a non-existing voice message can be 
secured (securing before recording). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign county or in public 
use or on sale in this country, nnore than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 1,11 and 1 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Mizikovsky US 5.559,860. 

2.1 Regarding claim 1 , Mizikovsky discloses cellular phone with user selectable 
response to an incoming calls in figure 1 , comprising: 

a phone interface (Rx and Tx front ends 32 and 24); 

a controller 40; 

a pre-stored caller ID information memory 46 to pre-store caller ID information 
associated with a caller who is authorized (assigned to a predetermined response 
category) to leave (note: a voice message stored in a voice recorder is secured since it 
is stored in a non-volatile memory medium, such as a cassette tape) a voice message 
(column 6, lines 18-30,51-60); 

a voice message memory adapted to store a plurality of voice messages (a 
telephone answering machine inherently has a voice memory) (column 6, lines 51-60); 

a voice (secured) message authorization module (caller ID processor 44) 
adapted to allow a caller to leave (secure) a voice message upon matching an incoming 
caller ID with a pre-stored caller ID (column 6, lines 18-30, 51-60). 
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2.2 Regarding claim 1 1 . Mizikovsky discloses a method for storing (securing) a voice 
message in a telephone answering machine (single mailbox), comprising the steps of: 

receiving (downloading) a caller ID associated with a caller (column 11, lines 19- 

28); 

comparing the caller ID with to a group of pre-stored caller IDs (column 6, lines 
18-30,51-60); and 

upon matching the received caller ID with a pre-stored caller ID, recording 
(securing) a voice message for access by the user (the user is inherently authorized to 
playback his/her voice messages) of the telephone answering machine to playback sthe 
voice message (column 6, lines 51-60). 

2.3 Regarding claim 18, Mizikovsky discloses a system for storing (securing) a voice 
message in a telephone answering machine (single mailbox), comprising: 

means (antenna 30, decoder 36 and CPU 40) for receiving (downloading) a 
caller ID associated with a caller (column 1 1 , lines 19-28); 

means (caller ID processor 44) for comparing the caller ID with to a group of pre- 
stored caller IDs (column 6. lines 18-30, 51-60); and 

means (telephone answering machine 50) for storing (securing) a voice message 
upon matching the received caller ID with a pre-stored caller ID, for access by the user 
(the user is inherently authorized to playback his/her voice messages) of the telephone 
answering machine to playback the voice message (column 6. lines 51-60). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fornis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 , 2, 7-13, 15, 18-20 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Burgess US 6,359,970 in view of Mizikovsl<y US 5,559,860. 

3.1 Regarding claim 1 , Burgess discloses a communication controller in figures 1 
and 10, which is can be applied and implemented in a telephony device, such as a 
telephone answering machine (column 4, lines 14-19), comprising: 

a telephone line interface (a telephony device, such as a telephone answering 
machine, inherently has a telephone line interface); 

a controller 1006 (figure 10); 

a pre-stored caller ID information memory (ROM 1008; column 11, lines 39-41) to 
pre-store caller ID information associated with a caller, who is assigned a priority level, 
and based on his/her caller ID, and is authorized (allowed) to leave a voice message 
(note: a voice message stored in a telephone answering machine is secured since it is 
stored in a non-volatile memory medium) at a time specified by the user of the 
telephone answering machine, (column 5, lines 36-40; column 6, lines 8-17; column 7, 
lines 50-59, 67; column 8, lines 1-5; column 9, lines 3-10, 14-16); 
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a voice message memory adapted to store a plurality of voice messages (voice 
memory of a telephone answering machine); 

a voice (secured) message authorization module (caller ID identification functions 
103) adapted to allow a caller to leave (secure) a voice message upon matching an 
incoming caller ID with a pre-stored caller ID (column 9, lines 3-10, 14-16). 

Burgess teaches authorizing a caller to leave a voice message based not just on 
matched caller ID, but the priority level (derived from caller ID) and time of the day. 

However, Mizikovsky discloses a user selectable response to an incoming call for 
a mobile station connected to a telephone answering machine (accessory 50) in figure 
1 . Mizikovsky teaches a caller ID memory 46 for pre-storing caller IDs. a caller ID 
processor 44 for comparing a caller ID of an incoming call to the pre-stored caller IDs, 
and if the incoming caller is one of a group designated for answering machine, the caller 
of the incoming call is routed to the answering machine (column 6, lines 18-30,51-60). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the Burgess' reference with the teaching of 
Mizikovsky, so that a caller would have been authorized to leave a voice message 
solely based the caller ID, because using which criteria (caller ID only, or caller ID plus 
time) for sending a caller to the telephone answering machine would have been a 
matter of design choice. 

3.2 Regarding claim 2, a telephone answering machine inherently has a 
playback/recording module adapted to record a voice message. 
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3.3 Regarding claim 7, as discussed In claim 1, the modified Burgess reference 
teaches sending a call to the answering machine to leave a voice message based on 
caller IDs (information relating to the caller). 

3.4 Regarding claim 8, a voice message inherently has a header infonnation, such 
as time of the day a voice message is recorded. 

3.5 Regarding claim 9, Burgess teaches a call related information (caller ID) 
detector/receiver to detect and received caller IDs (column 1 1 , lines 64-67; column 1 2, 
Iine1). 

3.6 Regarding claim 10, as discussed in claim 1 , the modified Burgess reference 
teaches comparing a pre-designated caller ID for authorizing a caller to leave a voice 
message. 

3.7 Regarding claim 1 1 , Burgess discloses a method for recording (securing) a voice 
message with telephone answering machine (implemented with a communication 
controller shown in figures 1 and 10; see column 4, lines 14-19), comprising the steps 
of: 

receiving (downloading) a caller ID associated with an incoming call (column 5, 
lines 36-40; column 11, lines 64-67; column 12, line 1); 
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comparing the received caller ID with pre-stored call IDs (column 11, lines 39-41; 
column 6, lines 8-17); and 

upon matching the received caller ID with a pre-stored caller ID and a time 
specified by the user of the telephone answering machine, authorizing the caller of the 
incoming call to record (secure) a voice message (column 7, lines 50-59; 67; column 8, 
lines 1-5; column 9, lines 3-10, 14-16). 

Burgess teaches authorizing a caller to leave a voice message based not just on 
matched caller ID, but the priority level (derived from caller ID) and time of the day. 

However, Mizikovsky discloses a user selectable response to an incoming call for 
a mobile station connected to a telephone answering machine (accessory 50) in figure 
1 . Mizikovsky teaches a caller ID memory 46 for pre-storing caller IDs, a caller ID 
processor 44 for comparing a caller ID of an incoming call to the pre-stored caller IDs, 
and if the incoming caller is one of a group designated for answering machine, the caller 
of the incoming call is routed to the answering machine (column 6, lines 18-30,51-60). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the Burgess' reference with the teaching of 
Mizikovsky, so that a caller would have been authorized to leave a voice message 
solely based the caller ID, because using which criteria (caller ID only, or caller ID plus 
time) for sending a caller to the telephone answering machine would have been a 
matter of design choice. 
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3.8 Regarding claims 12 and 13, it is inherent that when a voice message is 
recorded, it is secured (stored in a non-volatile memory medium). 

3.9 Regarding claim 15, Burgess teaches that if the caller ID is not received in first 
place, a caller is prompted to enter his/her caller ID (column 5, lines 60-64). 

3.10 Regarding claim 18, Burgess discloses a telephone answering machine 
(implemented with a communication controller shown in figures 1 and 10; see column 4, 
lines 14-19), for recording (securing) a voice message, comprising: 

means for receiving (downloading) a caller ID associated with an incoming call 
(column 5, lines 36-40; column 11, lines 64-67; column 12, line 1); 

means for comparing the received caller ID with pre-stored call IDs (column 1 1 , 
lines 39-41; column 6. lines 8-17); and 

means (tape or memory of the telephone answering machine) authorizing the 
caller of the incoming call to for record (secure) a voice message upon matching the 
received caller ID with a pre-stored caller ID and a time specified by the user, (column 
7, lines 50-59; 67; column 8, lines 1-5; column 9, lines 3-10, 14-16). 

Burgess teaches authorizing a caller to leave a voice message based not just on 
matched caller ID, but the priority level (derived from caller ID) and time of the day. 

However, Mizikovsky discloses a user selectable response to an incoming call for 
a mobile station connected to a telephone answering machine (accessory 50) in figure 
1 . Mizikovsky teaches a caller ID memory 46 for pre-storing caller IDs, a caller ID 
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processor 44 for comparing a caller ID of an incoming call to the pre-stored caller IDs, 
and if the incoming caller is one of a group designated for answering machine, the caller 
of the incoming call is routed to the answering machine (column 6, lines 18-30,51-60). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the Burgess' reference with the teaching of 
MIzikovsky, so that a caller would have been authorized to leave a voice message 
solely based the caller ID, because using which criteria (caller ID only, or caller ID plus 
time) for sending a caller to the telephone answering machine would have been a 
matter of design choice. 

3.1 1 Regarding claims 19 and 20, it is inherent that when a voice message is 
recorded, it is secured (stored in a non-volatile memory medium). 

3.12 Regarding claim 22, Burgess teaches that if the caller ID is not received in first 
place, a caller is prompted to enter his/her caller ID (column 5, lines 60-64). 



4. Claims 3-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Burgess US 6,359,970 in view of Mizikovsky US 5,559,860 and further in view of Knuth 
et al. US 5,400,393. 
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4.1 Regarding claim 3, the modified Burgess reference, teaches sending a caller, 
based on a group of pre-designated caller IDs, to the telephone answering machine to 
leave a voice message, but fails to teach a security code table relating an ability of the 
caller to separately store the voice message. 

However, Knuth discloses a telephone answering machine in figures 1 and 3. 
Knuth teaches a plurality access code which enables a caller to store a voice message 
in different storage area (column 6, lines 60-63; column 10, lines 45-54). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to further modify the Burgess' reference, which was 
modified by Mizikovsky, with the teaching of Knuth. so that the telephone answering 
machine would have comprised a security code table for storing caller IDs and an 
access code enabling a caller to separately stored a voice message, because such a 
modification would have enabled the modified telephone answering machine to 
separately store voice messages for different recipients. 

3.2 Regarding claim 4, the modified Burgess reference, teaches a code table for 
storing access code which enabling a caller to store a voice message in a separated 
memory area, but fails to teach a code for allowing a user of the telephone answering 
machine to access to the separately stored voice message. 

However, Knuth further teaches a remote access code which enables an 
owner/user of the telephone answering machine to remotely access the telephone 
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answer machine and retrieve a voice message left by the caller (column 6. lines 37- 
46,55-59; column 11, lines 9-29). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to further modify the Burgess' reference, which was 
modified by Mizikovsky, with the further teaching of Knuth, so that the security code 
table would have comprised a remote code (security code), because such a 
modification would have enabled the owner/user of the telephone answering machine to 
remotely retrieve voice messages. 

3.3 Regarding claim 5, as discussed in claim 3, the security code table comprises 
caller IDs. 

3.6 Regarding claim 6, the modified Burgess reference, teaches sending a caller, 
based on a group of pre-designated caller IDs, to the telephone answering machine to 
leave a voice message, but fails to teach a security code entered by the caller to 
separately store the voice message for one of a plurality of users of the telephone 
answering machine. 

However, Knuth discloses a telephone answering machine in figures 1 and 3. 
Knuth teaches a plurality access code which enables a caller to store a voice message 
in different storage area (column 6, lines 60-63; column 10, lines 45-54). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to further modify the Burgess' reference, which was 
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modified by Mizikovsky, with the teaching of Knuth, so that the telephone answering 
machine would have comprised a security code table for storing caller IDs and an 
access code enabling a caller to separately stored a voice message, because such a 
modification would have enabled the modified telephone answering machine to 
separately store voice messages for different recipients. 

Response to Arguments 

5, Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-15 and 18-22 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Simon Sing whose telephone number is 571-272-7545. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:30 PM. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang, can be reached at 571-272-7547. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Any 
inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-2600. 
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